
Term 2 
The Gingerbread Man 

 & Christmas 

Personal, Social and Emotional  
Development 

Jenny Puzzle— ‘What am I good at’.  Children to 
share their interests, hobbies and describe them-
selves in positive ways. Discuss how we are all 
unique and we are all different and celebrate our 
differences. Help children deal with conflicts in 
the classroom  and playground. 
Discussing the Gingerbread man characters—Do 
you think the Gingerbread Man is rude? How can 
we make him more polite? (manners) 
 

Physical Development 
Gym—exploring different balances, using 4 
points, 3 points and 2 points.  
Putting out/away the apparatus safely, including 
mats, horses and benches. Creating their own 
sequence of balance-movement– balance. 
Getting undressed and dressed. 
Clay diva lamps (funky fingers) 
Outdoor obstacle course for Gingerbread Man. 
Handwriting - work on letter groups during 
phonics sessions and daily handwriting. 

Literacy  
Talk for Writing - learn story with actions, story 
maps, act out story, hot seat, make up alterna-
tive versions of story.  
Anima Phonics– Continue Phase 2 . Continue to 
learn single sounds and move onto digraphs—oa, 
ie, ee. Practise using these to read simple words.   
Introduce all group 1-3 tricky words, eg, I, a, the. 
Writing - range of opportunities for writing linked 
to the story (e.g. story maps,  create characters 
and speech bubbles, Wanted posters) 
Handwriting - daily handwriting, working on 
letter groups and names. 
Follow recipe to make  gingerbread men  
biscuits. Write and create recipes of their own. 
Christmas—making cards,  writing labels for toys 
and parcels that they wrap in role play area, 
writing letters and posting them in the class post 
box. 

Expressive Arts and Design 
The Gingerbread Man story—retell using puppets, 
small world toys and through role play. Making ginger-
bread men using a variety of   materials (e.g. fabric, 
sandpaper, buttons), junk modelling. Make boats and 
bridges (using a range of recycled materials) to get the 
Gingerbread  man safely across the river. 
Songs - learn range of gingerbread man songs 
Percussion instruments - explore the different types 
and the sounds they can make. Use instruments to add 
sound effects to story. 
Learning Christmas songs for the Nativity play. 
Make diva lamps using clay to celebrate Diwali and fire-
work pictures. 
Making Christmas Cards and Calendars. 
 

Mathematical Development 
Focusing on numbers 1-10.  Counting, partitioning 
and adding 1 more. 
Look at repeating patterns, using a range of re-
sources, including beads, colours, objects. 
Focus on 2d shapes, naming and describing them and 
recognising them in everyday objects., going on 
shape walks around the school and classroom. 

Understanding of the World 
Celebrations around the world—Learn about Di-
wali and how it is celebrated. 
Making and tasting gingerbread men - describing 
using all senses (taste and change of materials). 
Experimenting with materials that float and sink, 
by testing their ideas and making predictions. 
Discussing the traditions of Christmas and how we 
celebrate it at home. 
Look at seasonal changes from Autumn to Winter.  
Take monthly photos of the trees in the play-
ground  -what changes do you notice?-Calendars. 

Communication and Language  
Planning time -  telling their talking partner 
where they would like to play and with what. 
Talking partners - new pairs. Give joint tasks. 
‘Helicopter Stories’ where children retell their 
own stories for adults to scribe and then they act 
it out with peers. 
‘The Gingerbread Man’ story - retell using pup-
pets, small world toys and through role play, hot 
seating, sequence pictures, puppet theatre, make 
up new versions. Role play - Baker’s shop/
Christmas toyshop.          
Read and compare the alternative story, The Gin-
gerbread Girl. 
Learning the Nativity story for the Christmas pro-
duction.   


