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As we approach the end of another academic year, we can certainly look back on what has been a 
challenging time for all our stakeholders.   
 
From a Health and Safety point of view, the Covid-19 Risk Assessments were produced and reviewed 
as necessary to meet changing circumstances.  The children have become secure in their “bubbles” 
and parents have co-operated magnificently with the staggered arrival and collection times, as well 
as socially distancing themselves.  This adherence to the new normal has meant that the school has 
remained a very safe environment for both the staff and the children during this time.  The integrity 
of the Bubbles has been paramount in planning the school day and any activities undertaken. 
 
Everyone is extremely hygiene conscious; routine handwashing, sanitisation of all equipment used 
and additional end of day cleaning, therefore, thanks must go to ALL staff for maintaining a safe 
environment. 
 
Governors have continued to monitor as many aspects of school life as possible by virtual meetings, 
and we managed to complete the annual Safeguarding Audit this way.  Some of us have discovered 
new ways of communicating and expanding our expertise using IT as all Governing Board meetings 
have been conducted via a virtual platform.   
 
Despite the restrictions, all servicing and maintenance has been carried out as necessary to Fire and 
Emergency equipment and testing continued weekly for Alarms.  Once a term a Fire Evacuation Drill 
has been held so all the children are familiar with the requirements.  To add to the security of the 
site, CCTV was installed last summer with cameras covering the outside areas.   
 
A new building has been erected in the playground which is being used as a Music Room.  This was 
possible by the generosity of the Friends of Slimbridge School (FOSS) and ultimately Parents and 
supporters who have supported FOSS initiatives to fund raise.   
 
The challenges of maintaining an old school building continue and during the year various small 
projects have been carried out or costed so that work can proceed.  One of the main forthcoming 
tasks will be to replace the roof of the Elliott freestanding classroom and this is being carried out in 
conjunction with the LA.  The playground has been resurfaced as it was deteriorating in places where 
tree roots have caused damage and further damage was caused by the heavy equipment used 
during the rebuilding of the rear access to the school.  This gate is being well used and enables 
parents to meet their children on the recreation ground or in the Legion car park. 
 
Policies have been reviewed and updated throughout the year, many of which are on the website. 
 
Parking continues to cause some friction within the community and, once again, we would ask 
Parents/Guardians to be conscious of the disruption and increased risk this causes when accessing 
and egressing St John’s Road so that everyone stays safe. 
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Health & Safety Governor 
June, 2021 
 
 


