
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27.01.21 – Newsletter 10 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This is my first newsletter for 2021 usually I would have written this newsletter two 

weeks ago, with exciting news about the new year.  This year started very 

differently, with an emergency INSET and a complete change of plans. 

This last few weeks has been an exceptionally difficult time for all of us.  Parents 

and children’s lives were changed completely over-night, we all recognise that 

‘Home Learning’ is not an ideal situation, especially if parents and siblings are all 

trying to work at the same time. 

Staff have also had to make rapid changes to their lives and ways of working, 

many are juggling home learning for their own children and dependents, accessing 

child care, produce Home Learning for their classes and teaching in school on a 

rota. Often sacrificing their own children’s learning for their class.  

Organising Home Learning on the scale we are currently providing is still relatively  

 

 

new to us all and we have had a few wobbly days, Tapestry crashing, work that 

would not upload and supporting parents to access work and upload feedback.  It 

has been a steep learning curve for us all – staff, parents and children.  As we 

progress, some things will change, adapt and get better and occasionally there will 

be problems we have to overcome, but everyone in the school community is working 

hard to do the best for the children.  The main thing is we look after each other, be 

kind and understanding and realise that everyone, including school staff, is bringing 

a different bag of worries to this situation.   

We are living through unprecedented times; our priority must be everyone’s well-

being.  So do what you can, do not compare yourself to others, make everyday a 

fresh start.  Remember some days you and your children will be able to do more 

than others and that is ok. 

I know many parents are concerned about their children falling behind having had 

only15 weeks of learning time this year and disrupted learning last year. We had 

a plan to recover the children’s learning from last year and catch up this year.  This 

February Holiday Covid Arrangements 

Please contact Mrs Cooke by text on  

07899682113 

Or email on 

head@slimbridge.gloucs.sch.uk 

with any children or direct contacts who have symptoms 

and require testing.  This can be at any time over the 

holiday. 

 

IT Devices 
We have already allocated 7 laptops or ipads to children without 

the devices to access online learning and because of the generosity 

of local people and companies we have more devices we can loan 

to families.  Some of these have 4G connectivity built in and could 

be used in areas where broadband is limited.   

Please contact the school if your children don’t have a 

device or are having to share and this is impacting on 

their learning time. 
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has unfortunately now been interrupted again, but I can reassure you that we had 

hit our target to recoup the 2019-20 learning by Christmas and staff are working 

very hard to plan sequences of learning from this year so the children stay learning. 

We all recognise that home learning is incredibly difficult and you are all doing a 

FABULOUS job supporting your children.  This lockdown we have had 98% of 

parents engaging with Tapestry, posting work back to staff and engaging with 

support.  Please don’t struggle, ask and we will do everything we can to help.  The 

wonderful Mrs Rymer has produced 39 paper home learning packs this week, many 

of these are tailored specifically to the children’s needs.  So again, if you or your 

child is struggling with the work set please contact the school or your class teacher 

via Tapestry and we can find a solution together. 

Here is the link to our latest issue: Families Magazine Gloucestershire. 

We hope you will find the magazine a fun and interesting alternative to the online 

learning material. 

Thank you for all your support, stay positive and most 

importantly be kind to yourselves. 

Alison Cooke  

Head teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/famjf_gloucester?fr=sMjdmZDI3MTUyOTQ

