
 
 

01.10.20 – Newsletter 5 

Home Learning. 

As requested by the Department for Education, we have made preparations to put 

in place ‘Home Learning’ for individuals shielding, small groups isolating and in the 

event of a school closure, either a bubble because of a positive Covid test or a 

local/national lock-down.  Attached to this newsletter is our Home learning protocol, 

this will also be available on the school website under the Parents tab, in a new 

section named Covid-19. 

We have decided to us the Tapestry App as our main communication method, we 

will send work out weekly to each year group and can post specific work to 

individual and groups.  Some work will need to be returned for marking, please see 

the instructions below on how to return work.  PLEASE ENSURE YOU HAVE ACCESS 

TO TAPESTRY. 

How to upload a photo of your child's work to Tapestry: 

 Open the Tapestry app. 

 Tap on the small + sign in the top right hand corner of the screen. 

 Add a title for your photo (and notes if you want to) in the relevant boxes. 

 Tap 'add from library', choose the photo you want, then click 'done'. 

 Tap 'pick children' and choose your child. 

 Tap 'send' in the top right hand corner of the screen. 

 You can add a comment in the same way (without a photo) by writing in the 
'notes' section. 

If your child is struggling with a piece of work, or is having difficulties in any other 

way, please do not hesitate to contact school.  You can do this in a number of ways: 

 Add a comment to Tapestry for your child's teacher to see. 

 Ring the main school number 01453 890216 0r school mobile 
phone:07899 682113. 

Email Mrs Cooke: head@slimbridge.gloucs.sch.uk 

These would only be in the event of needing to use Home Learning Packs. 

 

 Please…………. 

Ensure you keep to your allotted drop 

off/pick up time to avoid congestion outside 

the school. 

We advise all parents to wear a face 

covering if possible. 

Parents with different drop off and pick up 

times can use the later time for all children. 

Older children can walk to the British Legion 

to meet parents.  Please send a note giving 

permission. 

We advise all parents and carers to 

download the NHS Tracking App. 

Our area is currently MEDIUM RISK. 

 

HANDS, FACE, SPACE 

mailto:head@slimbridge.gloucs.sch.uk


 
 

 

We are starting with hot lunches next week.  No child will be rushed and all 

children will be kept together in their bubble to eat and play.  To make this all 

possible we have changed the organisation on the playground.  We have divided 

the space up into 5 zones and the children will rotate around the zones over the 

week.  Each zone has a different focus. 

Zone 1 – ball games, climbing frame 

Zone 2 – Imaginative play, space hoppers 

Zone 3 – Trim trail, swing, skipping 

Zone 4 – Creative area and small world 

Zone 5 – wheels and balance activities 

Over the next week we will post some pictures from each class showing the children 

playing.  Hopefully, we will not have too many wet days. 

INSET DAY 

On Monday staff had a day looking at possible gaps in children’s learning.  We 
have planned to teach the missing part of last year between now and Christmas 
(Recovery Stage) and then ‘Catch up’ of the current year’s curriculum from January.  
We have spent the first 4 weeks of the year settling the children in, assessing their 
needs and focusing on well-being.   

As always the children have surprised us and are making daily progress re-
establishing skills and knowledge.  We will keep parents updated on any concerns 
and additional work they could do at home as soon as possible. 

 

 

Thank you for all your support  

Alison Cooke  

Headteacher 

 

 

  

 

Flute and Clarinet lessons will begin 

again on Tuesday 6th October for 

existing pupils.  Lessons will be in 

smaller groups and within 

bubbles.  Mrs Carter will be in touch 

with the timetable.  

 



 
 

Home Learning Protocol. 

September 2020 

In the current situation we may need to close ‘bubbles’ or the whole school at short 

notice.  We might also have cases of children needing to isolate for 14days due to 

contact with Covid symptoms.  In this case, we would need to reintroduce home 

learning packs, to ensure children’s learning is maintained and disruption is 

minimised. 

We would only close the school or class ‘bubbles’ if; 

 Advised to do so by the Government, Local Authority or Public Health 

England e.g. a positive test result for someone in a ‘Bubble’ 

 If it was felt that the children in a class ‘bubble’ were at risk 

 If we did not have the staff needed to cover a class and therefore felt the 

children were unsafe. 

Home learning will be put in place as quickly as possible, unless the teacher leading 

that class was unable to plan.  In the case of an individual or small group of 

children off school, the learning packs will follow the work undertaken in the class.  

Please be aware that class teachers will be teaching the children in the class and 

will not be available to answer questions or give feedback during the school day. 

Home learning packs 

What will 
packs 
include? 

Learning will follow the next planned sequence of learning and be 
a blend of; 

 Online material supported by the DFE (Department for 
Education) 

 Other online resources that support the planned learning 

 Paper based work that can be printed and completed 

 Independent work on a given theme 

Where and 
When 

 Packs will be posted on the individual class page of the 
school website https://slimbridgeprimaryschool.org.uk/ 
and on Tapestry  

 Work will be posted weekly, on a Monday morning.   

 Work will be sequential and we need to be undertaken in 
the order set, the children are very familiar with the 
normal sequences of learning.   

 The government have asked schools to ensure learning - 
maintains children’s progress, therefore packs will include 
new concepts, but we will support this with resources.  

 We will plan for a mixture of work that requires support 
and work they can undertake independently, please 
encourage independent working.  

 For children who are isolating or recovering from illness, 
please look at the Class pages for this term’s work and 
use BBC Bitesize 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons and the 
National Oak Academy 
https://www.thenational.academy/ to support children’s 
learning. Both websites have age appropriate lessons on 
most subjects.     

Feedback  Each week Teachers will identify key pieces of work that 
need to be submitted, parents/carers will be asked to 
scan or photograph and uploaded to Tapestry by a given 
day of the week.   

 The work will need to be completed and uploaded on 
time, so teachers can plan the next steps of learning.  
Feedback will be given via Tapestry.  Please contact the 
class teacher if your child can not complete the identified 
piece of work. 

 Teachers will contact children (via Tapestry)  who have not 
submitted their work to check they are managing the work 
load and provide support. 

Additional 
support 

 Teachers will differentiate work as appropriate, and can 
be contacted via Tapestry if children are struggling with a 
specific piece of work.  

 Individually differentiated work will be posted on 
Tapestry and not shared with the whole group.  Please 
contact the class teacher if you or your child need more 
support. 

https://slimbridgeprimaryschool.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
https://www.thenational.academy/


 
 

 During a closure, Teachers will respond to questions as 
quickly as possible during the school day, however, 
please be aware that they may have commitments to their 
own families.   

 If a teacher is unwell, another member of staff will take 
on the planning for that class, wherever possible. 

 Both Mrs Mac and Mrs Cooke are available to support 
children with additional needs. 

Online 
Safety 

 The government have asked us to plan for children to 
learn for approximately 3 hours a day, across all subject 
areas.   

 Some learning will be physical and involve outside 
exercise or be creative, this will avoid long periods of 
screen time.   

 All the online resources we use will be from approved 
providers and most are on the Government Home 
Learning list.   

 If you have any concerns about online safety please 
contact the Head teacher by email or phone immediately. 

Extension 
work 

 Many of the children have log ins to online learning 
resources regularly used in school e.g. Nessy and TT 
Rockstars.  We encourage children to continue using these 
at home 

 BBC Bitesize https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons 
and the National Oak Academy 
https://www.thenational.academy/ have age 
appropriate lessons on most subjects.    

Life 
learning 

 We recognise the importance of your own and your 
children’s emotional well-being while they are off school, 
it is important that you get out and learn together, whilst 
keeping to government safety guidelines.   

 All children have been given a card with the website of 
the Well-being expert we use in school 
https://www.soulschoolforwellbeing.co.uk  

Parents 
need to… 

 Please ensure you have an up to date Tapestry log in, 
contact the school office if you need support with this. 

 Check the website and Tapestry regularly and contact 
staff if you need help 

 

We recognise that not all children have access to IT devices, sustained internet 

or a printer and will make individual arrangements to provide work for children 

in these circumstances.  Please contact the school on 

head@slimbridge.gloucs.sch.uk or text on 07899682113 for further support.   

We understand that teaching your child can be challenging, particularly if you 

are also working from home.   We hope the flexible approach of supported and 

independent tasks, online and paper resources will help you manage your 

children’s learning. 

During the lock down in the spring, many families felt isolated and the children 

missed the social interaction they have in school.  Some parents/carers 

organised online group learning, on platforms such as Zoom, this allowed the 

children to talk about their learning and share ideas as they worked on the 

same task. 
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