
 
 

14.10.20 – Newsletter 6 

Looking to the future. 

 

In these strange times, it is very easy to focus on the here and now and the 

problems we face as a school and a community.  However, the school as an 

organisation never stands still.   

With that forward momentum in mind, we are just about to welcome the builders 

back on site!  Today, we had the base of our new ‘Playground Room’ laid and this 

will be constructed next week.  Hopefully, we will be moving shelving, music 

equipment, tables and chairs in during the first few weeks of next term. 

During the holiday, we will also start work on the long awaited bridges.  This work 

will last until January and be quite disruptive.  Staff will need to park elsewhere 

and the playground zones, that have proved so successful, will need some 

adjustment!  All the disruption will be worth it in the end. 

 Harvest  

As a school we really enjoy Harvest Festival, it is usually our first opportunity to 

‘show off’ and share our learning with the whole school community.  This year will 

be slightly different, and we have thought long and hard about how to make this 

an inclusive experience. 

Harvest this year, will be a virtual experience and every class will video a short 

performance and upload it to Tapestry on Friday 24th October, the children can 

then watch all the classes perform and parents can watch it at home later with their 

children.  Fingers crossed it all works. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheltenham Literacy Festival 

This year the festival will be on line and next week all the classes will be listening to 

stories read by authors and looking at how they write books. 

The whole school will be watching the video clip of the author Oliver Jeffers 

reading his new book ‘What we’ll build’.  This is all about building a relationship 
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with his daughter and is a useful reminder on how we build and secure relationships 

with friends and family. We will be using this book as our theme for PHSE lessons 

next week in all classes.  I hope they bring back some ideas you can use over the 

holiday. 

 

 

Pupil Voice 

As a school we are not congregating as a group, and although our Zoom 

assemblies maintain some links across classes, we can’t run a School Council or Eco 

group in the same way as in previous years. 

To ensure our children have a say and to make sure we are listening to them in 

these different times, we have set up a number of opportunities.  As well-being is a 

core focus this year, we will be giving the children a series of questions to answer, 

these will also be a starting point for conversations, e.g. ‘I know what to do if I feel 

worried’ or ‘There is someone at school who cares for me’. 

Please contact Mrs Cooke, if your child does start to talk about concerns and we 

can help. 

 

 Parent Meetings 

We have looked at a number of different platforms to facilitate virtual parent 

meetings and so far haven’t found a suitable one.  Therefore, for Term 2 parents 

meetings we will produce a short written report to keep you updated with how your 

child/children are progressing. 

We are currently filling in the gaps in learning from last year and have named this 

the Recovery phase and will be using some different terms to explain where each 

child is; 

 Exceeding Recovery targets and working at ARE (expected levels).  This 

will be for children who have already assimilated the skills and knowledge 

we had identified as key learning from last year. 

 On track to achieve Recovery Targets. These children are on track to have 

learnt the skills and knowledge we identified from last year by the end of 

Term 2 and will be ready for the Catch-up Phase. 

 Not on track to meet Recovery Targets.  These children will be receiving 

additional support in key learning to accelerate their progress. 

 Working below the Recovery Targets.  Children who were already 

working below the expected level and have individual targets. 

Please remember some groups got more schooling than others. 

All the staff at Slimbridge are working extremely hard to close gaps in learning 

and we will be focusing on different areas of learning at different times.  Please be 

assured we have a plan! 

If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s progress report please use 

Tapestry or Reading Records to communicate directly with teachers.  Or contact Mrs 

Cooke in the office. 

 

On Friday 23rd October we will be having a Non-uniform Day. Some 

classes are running dress up theme days, so children can either come dressed up for 

their theme day or in home clothes.  We are asking for a £1 donation, all donation 

will be put towards buying replacement books from the Big Cats scheme, 

unfortunately we lost a number books during Lock-down and this would be a great 

way to replenish stocks.  Thank you for your support. 



 
 

 Foss 

FOSS (Friends of Slimbridge School) are constantly looking for ways to support the 
school and the current situation has made that all the more challenging.  They have 
been working hard to come up with ideas for fundraising and will be in touch soon. 

In the meantime don’t forget……..  

 

 

 

Thank you for all your support  

Alison Cooke  

 


