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Back to school newsletter 

The government are urging parents of 
Playgroup, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 
children to consider sending their children 
back to school with effect from 1 June, but 
they appreciate that some parents would 
rather keep their child/children at home, and 
you can take this option if you choose.  

The government have agreed that parents 
who choose to keep their children off school 
will not be fined for pupil absence. We ask 
you to reply with a simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ 
response on the form sent out on Monday. 

The Government have recommended that 
children return full-time. However, to support 
their transition we are considering a two week 
phased return when children will only attend 
two days a week in week 1 and 3 days in week 
2. If you want a phased return, please indicate 
this on your reply form attached.  

All responses must be registered by 3pm on 
Friday 22nd May. It is essential that all parents 
reply, we will be calling parents who do not 
respond, as the information we gather will 
determine how many groups of pupils are 
needed in each year group.  We are planning 
to have groups of no more than 10 children, 
this is a model that has been successful in 
Danish schools. 

We are pleased to offer you the 
following information to aid with 
your decision making and to give 
you the information you need to be 
prepared for coming back to school.  

 

 
Teaching and Teachers 

Parents are advised that children may not be 
taught by their own class teacher.  Children 
will not be taught by a teacher at all times; 
teaching assistants will also be teaching, 
under the direction of a teacher. The staff 
group allocated to teaching your child, will be 
consistent – to ensure that the ‘school family’ 
they are in is limited in number, in every way 
possible. 

The groups children are put into will be fixed, 
we can’t swap children out of one ‘school 
family’ and add them to another. Teachers 
will set the groups. 

Children will learn together and play together. 
Learning, where possible, will be desk based, 
every child having their own desk. There will 
be no group work. The apparatus a child uses 
will be their own apparatus- it will not be 
shared.  This will be modified to meet the 
needs of younger children and we will rotate 
equipment around smaller groups within their 
‘school family’. 

The style of teaching used will be adapted to 
suit the current circumstances. Children will 
be directed from the front of the classroom, 
by the adult teaching them. There will be no 
group work, learning partners or activities 
which require the use and sharing of toys / 
games / equipment. 

Play Time 

Children will have access to the playground at 
set times and they will not mix with other 
‘school families’.  The playground will be 
divided up into ‘zones’.  Please send your child 
with a sun hat and make sure that sun screen 
has been applied at the start of the school 
day. The application of sunscreen, by school 
staff, will not be permitted. 

 

Class Bases 

Reception children will be taught in the 
classes 1 and 2, with outdoor spaces 

Year 1 children will be taught in the Library 
and Class 3.  



 
 
Year 6 children will all be taught in Class 4 and 
5 rooms. We will send a letter prior to 
opening with details of which entrance to use 
and classroom to go to. 

Once you have decided whether to send your 
child back to school, we will add your child to 
a ‘school family’ group.  

Please tell us what you 
plan to do – thank you. 

The One-Way System 

 

The school’s one-way system must be used 
and strictly followed by parents and children 
entering site. Entry to the school will be via 
the school’s gate, and everyone will walk 
around the front yard, drop children off at the 
allocated entrance and exit through car park 
gate. We will ensure there is no car 
movements at this time, staff will be on duty 
at the vehicle gate.  We request parents to 
respect social distancing at all times.  Signs 
will be displayed to help you. 

Timings 

The school site will open at 
8.45am. We will not be 
allowing access to the 
playgrounds earlier than 
8.45am. Please make sure that you do not 
arrive early and that your child doesn’t get 
here early, if they are walking to school by 
themselves (Year 6). 

The start time for school will be blocked and 
you will be notified of your child’s time slot, 
please keep to that timing.  We will give 
flexible arrival to families with children in 
multiple groups.  There will be no waiting 
outside and children will enter the building 
immediately, when they arrive.  Parents and 
carers will not be able to enter the school site. 

At the end of the day we will have staggered 
leaving times, to ensure that the front of the 

school does not get too crowded. Again a 
letter will be sent out when ‘school families’ 
have been organised.  

Parents are asked not to arrive early for the 
pick-up of their children and are reminded 
that they are to ensure that they socially 
distancing themselves from all other parents. 
We apologise in advance for the 
inconvenience this may cause. 

Teachers will dismiss the children one by one, 
identifying your position and sending your 
child across to you.  

If you need to speak to the class teacher, we 
ask you to wait, socially distanced from 
others, until all children have been 
dismissed.  If you have a message for the class 
teacher in the morning, please phone the 
office, to save any congestion at the gate or 
front door. 

No scooters or bikes please, unless parents 
and Carers can take them home. The bike 
stores will be cordoned off, as we do not want 
children to be gathering at the start and end 
of the day, with their bikes, with others who 
are not in their ‘school family’ group. 

Safety – the methodologies 
for keeping your children 
as safe as possible 

• Children and adults who are 
displaying any symptoms of 
coronavirus will not be allowed in 
school and will be sent home for the 
required period of self-isolation if any 
symptoms are noted. Children and 
staff WILL NOT be allowed to return 
until the specified number of days of 
required self-isolation have expired. 
The school will be very rigid about 
this. 

• If a child or adult develops symptoms 
whilst at school, we will send the 
whole ‘school family’ home until we 
have a test result.  If the result is 
negative, then they can all return to 
school 



 
 

• The education secretary has 
announced that all school staff and 
school pupils can be tested for Covid-
19 if they develop symptoms, when 
they return to school. Details are 
available on the 11 website. 

• There will be additional cleaning of 
the school in the middle of the day, 
this will include toilets and learning 
spaces, all handles and doors. 

• Children will be taught in groups of 
less than 10 with a limited number of 
adults, this will be their ‘school family’ 
and they will not be exposed to a 
wider group of people than this. 

• Children will not be participating in 
any large group activities i.e. assembly 
or whole school lunchtime in the 
lunch hall. As many activities as 
possible will be in their ‘school family’ 
base or outside. 

• Handwashing regimes will be 
supervised and regular. Handwashing 
before eating food, in addition to the 
start of the day and after being at 
play, will all be part of the school’s 
regime. 

• Playtimes will be on a rota and ‘school 
family’ groups will not mix at 
playtime. 

• Pupils will not be sharing any 
equipment, each child will have their 
own desk, and their own equipment. 

• Children will not be gathering in close 
contact in cloakrooms, all coats and 
bags will be kept by the child in the 
classroom. 

• Entry to and exit from the school site 
will be via a one-way system.  

• There will be a flexible start, with 
children entering school immediately. 

• The day will have different end times, 
to ease the crowding as people exit 
the site. 

• Classrooms will be very well 
ventilated.  Windows will need to be 
open all of the time, so please make 
sure your child has a cardigan or a 
sweatshirt with them each day. 

Siblings 

Siblings of Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 
children will not be allowed to attend school 
unless the sibling is in Reception, Year 1 or 
Year 6. 

Equipment 

Children will all have their own individual 
equipment, on their own desk. Every child will 
sit at the same desk every day. Children are 
not to bring any equipment from home.  

We have been advised NOT to send reading 
books home, as circulating books across a 
multitude of houses could present a problem. 
Your child will however be reading in school. 

Children will all need PE kits. 

 

Food 

The school’s lunch system will be in place for 
all year groups to place an order. Packed 
lunches will be eaten in classrooms. For the 
first 2 weeks we will be offering the packed 
lunch school dinner only.  Hot lunches will be 
served in the Hall, when we reintroduce them, 
with no more than two ‘school families’ in any 
sitting, for example both Year 1 ‘families’ will 
be in separate parts of the Hall together, 
children will have their dinner delivered to 
their place and they will not move around the 
room, ‘family groups will leave together, and 
tables will be’ cleaned after each group.  If 
you are choosing to send your child back to 
school, and require a sandwich lunch, please 
order these by Thursday May 28th at the very 
latest. The system is unchanged, so hopefully 
everyone will find it easy to access. 

If you are providing a home lunch, please use 
a hard lunchbox that can be wiped down. 

 
Water 



 
 
It is essential that every 
child has their water 
bottle with them. Please 
prioritise this for your 
child. 

 

FSM 

Universal Free school meals for all children in 
Reception and Year 1 will be continue to be 
available in school. Those children on FSM not 
in school will receive Vouchers as over the last 
few weeks.  

Breakfast & After School Club 

There will be no breakfast club until further 
notice. We apologise to the parents who rely 
on this. 

Uniform 

All children, including those accessing Child 
Care, will need to wear easily washable 
clothing, we would prefer the children to 
wear a school sweatshirt or cardigan.  We 
recommend washing school clothes after 
every session. 

Transition 

At this point we have had no definite 
information from our local secondary schools 
about Year 6 transition. Of course we will let 
you know of anything as soon as possible. 

Transition for Reception 20 will continue to be 
delivered as a virtual medium, unless the 
Government advice changes.  We will be in 
touch with parents and carers soon with a 
video tour and a story. 

PPE 

Teachers and pupils are not being asked to 
wear PPE at school. The only time PPE would 
be used is in the situation of first aid, personal 
care, if a child shows symptoms of Covid-19 
and when serving hot lunches and then the 
adult will be wearing a fluid resistant surgical 
face mask, gloves and a plastic disposable 
apron – as stipulated by the government 
advice. 

 

School Events 

As you might imagine, there will be no school 
events until further notice. We must minimise 
the numbers of people gathering on site and 
restrict the number of people our children will 
be mixing with. Fortunately, our Year 6 have 
already had their residential and we will 
celebrate their leaving in July. There will be no 
class assemblies, end of year plays or sports 
day. Again, we apologise in advance for the 
disappointment this will cause.  

 
Thank you for taking the time to 
read this very important 
information. We ask you now to 
respond to the school’s proforma 
about whether or not you intend 
to send your child back to school 
on 1st June or when schools open 
to other years.  We ask everyone 
to reply as this is imperative to 
planning. Thank you for your help 
and cooperation. 

It is our intention to do our very 
best for your children, in these 
difficult and challenging 
circumstances. We are following 
all advice and guidance and will 
continue to do so as the advice 
changes and the situation moves 
on. 

We hope you are all safe and well 
and continue to be so. We are 
missing you all, and are desperate 
to get back to normal.   

Take care and be kind to yourself 

Alison Cooke 

Headteacher 


